How to Write a Scientific Paper

Make sure that you use section labels

Make sure that you write the abstract after you write your paper

Make sure that you have adequately searched the literature on your topic (Or met the required 
number of sources)

Make sure that you cite all of your sources in your paper (primarily in the Introduction)

Make sure that you include the correct type of information in each section as given below

Abstract

This section is a short summary of your paper heavily weighted in results and conclusion information.

Introduction

This section includes a description of your purpose of your investigation and cited background information as well as your question and hypothesis.

Materials and Methods

This section includes exact information about what you used and what you did.

Results

This section contains all of your data, figures, tables, graphs and summary statistics.

Conclusion

Also called Discussion, this section is where you compare your data to your hypothesis, make sense of your data, describe any problems or issues that you have with your investigation and suggest improvements that could be made the next time you or someone else investigates the same topic.
Literature Cited

This section is an Alpha-Chronologic listing of your information sources.  This is easy for traditionally published information.  Simply use the accepted MLA protocol that you use in other classes, but web based information is trickier.  To list URL information sources follow this pattern:
<author’s name> <title of document> <<URL>> <date of document> (Accessed <date accessed>)

If the author’s name is unavailable, list the source from its title and add “author unavailable” at the end of the listing.

